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Office of the Schools Division
Superintendent

September 3,2020
DIVISION MEMORANDUM
t'to. 981 s,2A2A

CLARIFICATION ON THE EXISTING POLICIES ON THE CUT.OTF AGE IN
KINDERGARTEN AND THE QUALfFICATION FOR AI}MISSION TO GRADE 1 FOR

SCHOOL YEAR 2O2O.2O2I

Education Program Supervisors
Public Schools District Superuisors/Acting PSDSs

All Others Concerned

1. Attaehed are Regional Memorandum No. 0419, s. 2020 dated Septemher 2,212CI and
Memorandum DM-CI-2A20-223, dated August 20,202A, entitled CLARIFICATION ON
THE EXISTING POLICMS ON THE CUT.OFF AGE IN KINDERGARTEN AND
THE QUALIFICATION FOR ADMISilON TO GRADE 1 FOR SCHOOL YEAR
2020.l021which is self explanatory.

2. Please see attached Memoranda for details.

3. lmmediate dissemination of this Memorandum is directed.
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Office of the Regional Director.

REGIONAL MEMORANDUM

No. A4L9 ,s.2O20

To:

SEFT A2 20.20

CLARIFICATIOIiI CN TIIE EXISTIIEG POLICIES OX THE CU?.OFF AGE ITII

KIIIIDERGARTEII AND THE QUALIFICA?IOil FOR ADMISSION TO GRADE 1 FOR
6auAA! lrctE A^a6 A64!
t l,.flt lrl, l.E llSL A\I-V'AVA L

Schools Division Superintendents (SDSs)
A11 Others Concerned

1. Attached is Memorandum DM-CI-202A-223, dated August 20, 2A2A from Usec.
n:--.-l--l- d ir A - rT-J- ---- t-.- n---^.-:^-.1---- ! !- '-r =- a: .. -.-r:.1--ljJiuSUaUU Odii ivl. ll.lItUl-llu, \rlILtcrbrLj.Ctd.Iy IU-t \-ijfhLi-iiU-tIl aiIU itttit.fllt.llt)Il cllitltCU
Clarification on the Existing Policies on the Cut-Off Age in Kindergarten and the
Qualification for Admission to Grade 1 for School Year 2O2O-2O21, infnrming the field
that the Ofiice strictly adheres to the existing policies as provided for in DepEd Order
4V, s. 2016 as amended in DepEd Order No. 20 s. 2018.

Please see attached communication for details

Immediate dissemination of, and compliance with this Memorandum is directed.

. JIMENEZ JD, EdD, CESO V
Direct.or III

OIC- Office of the Regional Director
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Telephone Nos.: (032) 231:1433; (032) 414 7399
Email Address: regir:n7@deped.gov. ph
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MEMORANDUM
DM-CI-202A-OO223.

FOR : JESUS L. R. MATEO
rTIJ

M. ANTONIO
Un for Curriculum and Ins

SUBJECT Clarification on the Existing Policies
Kindergarten and the Quaiifications for Ad,mission to
Grade 1 for School Year 2A2O-ZA2L

DATtr : 2O Aug,;st 2020

This is in response to the Memorandum received by this Office, dated July
22, 2O2O, requesting clarifications on the Cut-off Age in Kindergarten and
the Qualifications for Adrnission to Grade 1 for School Year 2O2A-2O21. This
Office strictl5r a,dheres to the eristing policies as pro.ricl.ed- for in DepEd- Or:der
47, s. 2016 as amended by DepEd Order No. 2A, rvith the following
provisions that apply to hoth public and private schools:

*For schools commencing their school year beyond June, the
requirement that Kindergarten learners should be five (5) years
old by June 1 and the extension period ending on August 31
shall be adusted- tr.or school commencing their sehool year
in July, Kindergarten Learners should be five {5} years old
by July 1 and the extension period shall be until September
3O. For schools cqmmencing their school year in August,
Kindergatteo learflers should be five {5} years old by August'1
aad the extensioa period shall be until October 31."

Furthermore, as provided for in DO 2CI, s. 2O18 item C.2. ri. and 3, specific
transitory provisions are cited as foilows:

(2) For SY 2OL9-2O2AI
ii. Incoming Kindergafien must strictly comply with the

cut-off age policy stated in DO No. 47, s. 2016, as
amended by this Deptrd 0rder.

tructiopr
on the Cut-off Age in
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(3) For SY 2o2o-2021:
Bcth incoming Kindergarten and Grade 1 learners shall
srr ctly comply with the policy as stated under Item vI.i5.A
ol the enc.losure to DepEd Order No- 47, s' 2016, as
amended by this DepEd Order (DO 20, s' 2018)'

The arore said guidelines are reiterated in DM-CI-2020-00080 entitled
-Rerterating the Age Qualification of Kindergarten Learner as provided for in
DepEd Ordlr No. 20, s. 2020 and Guidelines on the Administration of the
philippine ECD Checklist for SY 2O2O-2A2L in the light of COVID-19

Pandemic."

This means that any chi1d, who is not yet 5 years oid by 31 October of the

school year cannot be enrolled in Kindergarten, if the schooi adopts an
August opening of classes. If the school opens classes in June or July of
thal year, onty .trildren turni.ng 5 years o1d by August 31 or September 30 of

the year, respectively, are accepted for enrollment and be of{icially registered

in the LIS.

For Sy ZAZO-2O21, the official opening of classes as provided for in DepEd

Order No. 07, s. 2020 is August 24, 2O2O and it was only postponed on

October 5 of this year in response to the implications of imposition of
Mociified Enhanceci Community Quarantine (MECQ) in Metro Maniia anci in
the provinces of Cavite, Bulacan, Laguna and Rizal'

This Office also emphasizes the prorrisions of Republic Act lifo. 1O533 or

the "Enhanced Basic Education Act of 2O13" and Section 3.c of the
Republic Act lto. 1015? "Kindergarten Education Aet of 2A7'2" that
declare Kindergarten as mandatory and compulsory basic education ladder
rvhich shall mean one (1) year of preparatory education for children at least

five (5) years old as prerequisite for Grade I.

DM-Cr-zo2O-OA22e/BW
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